A Leader ’S GUide to CHRISTIAN 0
Programme Plannl‘ng ENDEAVOUR
for Junior and YP CE

for Christ and the Church



Introduction

“It would be easier to do it myself than to get others to help, with all the planning and
getting ready for them”. Perhaps you have heard a leader say something like that or
you have said it yourself. It may seem easier for leaders to do all the work in the CE
meeting themselves, thus operating JCE as a children’s meeting or giving the
impression to YPs that they are in a school type situation and are passive recipients
instead of being active participants in what they are being taught. Juniors and YPs
should be involved in the planning, preparing and participating in the activities of the
meeting. The two key words are variety and participation. The leader should help the
members to discover the gifts and talents that God has given them and to develop
them through varied activities both in and outside the CE meeting so that they reach
their full potential. It does mean that leaders need to get to know their members and
ensure that methods and materials that they use are suitable for different abilities.

If CE is to be run on the right lines, a leader cannot come into the weekly meeting
without being properly prepared and hope to run everything on an ad hoc way.
Similarly, members should have been given work to prepare e.g. prayer, Bible reading
etc in advance and not be called upon in the meeting to do something they have not
prepared.

It should be obvious that planning well in advance for what leaders and members are
going to do is essential.

This guide to programme planning is to help leaders to be aware of principles that
need to be followed and important factors which should be considered when planning
for a Junior or YP grade.

Programming

Programming will be considered under three headings: APPROACH, CONTENT and
OUTWORKING.

Approach

How do you approach programming for your society's yearly activities?
Is it a shot in the dark or a shot at the mark?

Do you PANIC or PRAY?

It is always good practice to start with PRAYER for guidance and end with THANKS for
having been guided. There are certain underlying principles which need to be followed
and important factors which should be taken into consideration whether you are
planning for a Junior or YP grade.

Basic Principles

1. You must consider the following basic principles of CE which provide the
framework around which the whole programme is structured.

a.The aims of CE



To lead boys and girls and young people to the Lord Jesus Christ and to train
them for His service.

b.The motto of CE
"For Christ and the Church".
c.The four standards of CE
1. Confession of Christ
2. Service for Christ
3. Fellowship with Christ's People
4. Loyalty to Christ's Church
d.The Essentials of CE
1. Weekly Devotional Meeting
2. Monthly Consecration Meeting
3. The Covenant

4. Group Activity

Factors to be considered

2. You must take into consideration the number of weeks that the society will meet
during the year and the time allocated to each weekly meeting. Some societies will
close before Easter, others will continue well into May. Some will meet for three
quarters of an hour each week, others for up to an hour and a quarter. These factors
will dictate how many activities can be included and will help you to prioritise.

3. You must consider the leaders (who should be Christians) — their interests, abilities
and experience. No one is good at everything, so duties should be allocated according
to interests and abilities but one leader must assume overall responsibility for the
grade / society.

4. You must consider the members (after all, they are the CE) - numbers, ages,
interests, abilities, needs and proportion of Christians to non-Christians. CE is a
person-centred organisation: there will be general needs which apply to all young
people but there will also be needs which are specific to your group or individuals in
it. Small numbers in a grade are no excuse for not operating on CE lines as the
members can double up on essential duties. You must build up the confidence of your
members, find out their strengths and weaknesses, help to develop existing talents
and develop new ones through participation in the programme. Remember all have
talents. The choice of topics will be influenced by the proportion of Christians to
non-Christians. There will be a need for straight-forward evangelistic topics which aim
to bring non-Christians to a point of commitment as well as for instructional Bible
Studies to build up young Christians in their faith.

5. You must ensure that your programme is an integral part of the programme of the
Local Church and of CE locally and nationally. You should consider the Calendar of
Events of your Church, including religious festivals, and that of the local and national
CE Union: Christmas, Easter, Church AGM, CE Sunday, National and Local Rallies and
other activities in the Unions in which your society should be participating.
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6. You must do an audit of resources: what books, AV equipment etc that you have or
need access to e.g. material for topics, quizzes, recitations; song books; CD / DVD
player, video recorder, PowerPoint etc. You should bear in mind that these are merely
aids in planning and carrying out the programme, but they do not constitute the
programme.

7. You must plan well in advance. Good meetings and worthwhile activities are the
result of careful, prior planning. The planning should be done as far as possible by the
young people with adult assistance and guidance. In Junior grades, leaders will
obviously have a greater role to play, but the Juniors should still be involved in the
planning. To enable you to get to grips with all these principles that have to be
followed and the factors that have to be considered, it should be obvious that a
planning session is needed. Leaders (Junior and YP), CE members and the minister
should set aside a day or an evening well in advance of the commencement of CE in
the autumn when they can think through issues and develop an outline programme
for the year.

Group Activity

This initial plan is essential but it is only the beginning of the planning process which
is continuous as adjustments will have to be made in the light of what has gone
before or to meet changing circumstances. This is where group activity comes into its
own. It is an essential part of the training and participation elements of CE as it allows
each member to serve in one of a small number of groups which take responsibility for
various aspects of the society life, assisted by the leaders and the executive
committee. All of these can contribute towards the National Award Scheme.

Depending on the numbers in your society, the four basic groups should be:

Devotional (Programme Planning)

This group plans the programme of weekly devotional meetings, allocates duties,
suggests topics and speakers, assists in the planning of other activities organised by
the society, and generally seeks to encourage spiritual growth amongst the members.

Membership (Look-out)

This group seeks to win new members for the society whilst ensuring that the present
members are well cared for and prepared for leadership responsibilities. The
members should be actively involved in publicising CE.

Missionary (Service)
This group seeks to foster an interest in and support for missions at home and
overseas as well as becoming involved in activities which reach out to the community.

Recreational (Social)

This group seeks to create a friendly atmosphere for members and visitors, arranges
social / recreational events for the members, and assists with the preparation and
serving of refreshments.



Content

An outline yearly programme plan

This should include objectives as well as seasonal events, special speakers etc and
these will serve as guidelines for later in-depth planning.

An example of an outline programme is shown below:

Week1  “Getting to Know You” for new members. Outline of CE. Games and
refreshments.

Week 2 Devotional Meeting — Speaker — minister of church

Week 3  Devotional Meeting - Video “Joni” for YPs - “Treasures of the Snow” for Juniors

Week 4  Devotional Meeting — Lesson on “creation”

Week 5  Consecration - Explanation and reminder of the purpose and format

Week 6  Devotional Meeting — Musical evening based on the theme “Love of God”

Week 7  Devotional Meeting - Social Issues

Week 8  Alcohol and Drug Education Exam - Juniors and YPs

Week 9  Missionary Evening - Speaker from Mission supported by CE.

Week 10 Consecration - Minister of the Church

Week 11 Practice Programme for visit to Old People's Home.

Week 12 Christmas Programme at Old People's Home

Week 13 Christmas Party with epilogue (leader)

Week 14 Christmas Break

Week 15  Consecration - leader

Week 16 Devotional Meeting — Shipwreck Evening

Week 17  Devotional Meeting - exchange visit by another CE Society.

Week 18 Missionary Evening - Speaker from Mission Africa

Week 19 Consecration - former member

Week 20 Practice for CE Service

Week 21 CE Sunday Service — Speaker - National President

Week 22  Devotional Meeting - YPs take Bible Study

Week 23  Devotional Meeting — Bible Quiz

Week 24 Consecration — former member

Week 25  Devotional Meeting — Sealed Orders

Week 26 Missionary Evening - Speaker from Leprosy Mission

Week 27 Practice for Congregational AGM

Week 28 Congregational AGM

Week 29 Practice for Parents' and Friends' Evening

Week 30 Consecration - Parents' and Friends' Evening

Week 31 Junior Exam

Week 32 Junior Outing

Week 33 YP Outing

Objectives

1. Seek to encourage unsaved boys and girls and young people in the society
to commit their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ and to help young Christians
to mature spiritually.



2. Train members for service for Christ through full participation in the society

meetings and in church and extra-church activities.

3. Attempt to meet the needs of each individual member of the society by
providing a balanced yearly programme which will include worship, praise,
instruction and recreation.

4. Reach out to unsaved parents and members of the church with the good

news that Jesus saves.

® N o w

Foster interest in and support of missions.

through exchange visits and recreational / social activities.

Quarterly Programme

Participate in CE activities locally and, where possible, nationally.

Encourage fellowship within the society and with other endeavourers

Reach out to the community e.g. the old in hospital or residential homes.

Each quarter should be planned well in advance in detail as shown in the example
below. This should include the title of the topic and the names of the speaker, the
chair person and all others who will take part. A chart should be displayed on the

society's notice board so that members know well in advance what they are doing.

Type of Chair Opening | Choruses | Missionary Bible Individual | Chain Prayer Topic Offering Quiz Closing
Week Meeting Person Prayer or Hymn Memo Reading Item Open Close Prayer
1 Getting to Know You Meeting . Introduction to new members. What CE is all about. Games and Refreshments
2 Devotional Dean Richard | Rosemary Lorraine Sonia | Rosemary | Allison | Lorraine Video - Part | Agnes Dean Mary
3 Devotional Sonia Rosemary | Lorraine Agnes Richard Dean Agnes Video - Part Il Allison Sonia Lorraine
The Bible - How we got
4 |Devotional Richard [ Lorraine Agnes Allison Rosemary|  Agnes Sonia_| Allison it. - Richard Dean Richard [ Agnes
Meaning of
5 Consecration | Rosemary| Agnes Allison Dean Lorraine Richard Dean Consecration - Leader Sonia | Rosemary| Allison
Social Issues - drink,
6 Devotional Agnes Dean Sonia Richard Allison Lorraine] Richard drugs etc. - Leader Rosemary| Agnes Sonia
7 Devotional Explanation of the National Award Scheme - Leader
Speaker from
8 Missionary Allison Sonia Richard Rosemary Dean Richard Agnes | Rosemary Missionary Society Lorraine Richard
Conversion - before and
9 [Consecration Dean Richard | Rosemary Lorraine Sonia Allison | Lorraine after. - Minister Agnes Dean Mary

10

Practice for Christmas Programme for Residential Home

11

Christmas Programme at Residential Home

12

Christmas Party with epilogue - Leader

13

Christmas Break

Weekly Programme

At least one week in advance, the weekly programme should be finalised, written into

the society’s programme book and a copy given to the member who is to lead the

meeting so that he/she can prepare in advance. All others who will participate should
be reminded of their duties.

Two key words in the weekly programme should be VARIETY and PARTICIPATION.
Duties should be rotated and the order in which items are presented should be varied
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so that the meeting never becomes dull. The Junior programme will be more
structured, with the leader more in evidence but, in all grades, there should be a
caring, informal, non-threatening setting in which mistakes can be made, yet in which
certain rules of behaviour have to be adhered to. You should avoid inviting too many
speakers as this defeats the whole purpose of CE which is a "do-it-yourself" meeting -
a meeting planned by the members and executed by them with the minimum of adult
oversight and guidance.

What are the various parts which make up the weekly programme, why are they
important, and how can they be varied?

Topic

It is helpful if a thematic approach is used so that the Bible Reading, Hymn and other
activities can all be integrated. Topics should be chosen to challenge Christians to
fuller service and non-Christians to commitment to Christ. The topic may be presented
in a variety of forms e.g. paper prepared by one of the members and followed by
discussion or questions, debate, video, role-play, drama, Bible study or CD / DVD etc.
In the case of Juniors, a Junior can tell a simple Bible story and say what lesson can be
learned from it. In all grades, the leader should be prepared to elaborate on or clarify
any important truths that have not been developed sufficiently.

Bible Reading

The selected passage on which the topic is based should be brief and should be read
in the version of the Bible carried by most of the members. The reader should have
practised reading it aloud at home. For Juniors, passages from the Bible Knowledge
section of the National Award Scheme may be used to base some topics around.

Hymn

The hymn should fit in with the theme of the meeting, be lively and well-known,
although new hymns should be introduced from time to time.

Prayer

Members should be taught a method in prayer e.g. A-C-T-S Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving and Supplication.

Chain Prayer is essential as it allows everyone "to take some part, aside from singing,
in every meeting". It consists of a number of short prayers offered in succession.
Prayer topics should be suggested / asked for before the chain prayer. Prayers may be
written out initially by shy or inexperienced members but, as soon as possible, both
Juniors and YPs should be encouraged to pray spontaneously. It may be helpful to
pass around a Bible; the member receiving it either prays or passes it on to the next
person.

Choruses

These should be lively but Biblical. They may be sung to a piano, guitar, CD / DVD or
unaccompanied. Members who are musical should be encouraged to teach new
choruses.



Missionary Memo

This may consist of a member reading an excerpt from a letter received from a
missionary supported by the society, outlining the missionary project for the year,
with regular updates, or simply presenting summaries of biographies /
autobiographies of missionaries. (This may be undertaken by the Juniors as part of the
National Award Scheme.)

Individual Item

This may consist of a musical item, recitation, mime, testimony etc. Different talents
within the society should be encouraged and opportunities given to develop them.
Opportunities to share one's faith should also be given. One should not expect
professional performances at the first but should remind members that practice
makes perfect.

Quiz
Friendly competition is healthy provided there is a learning element to it. Quizzes may
be based on the topic (for Juniors), on general Bible knowledge, on CE History and

Practice (National Award Scheme), or on Bible books. Bible Blockbusters and Bible
Mastermind are popular with YPs.

Offering

It is important to teach young people the importance of stewardship, not only of
money but of time and talents too. All the members should be aware of how the
money is spent - the missions which are supported etc.

Act of Consecration

Once a month or every three months there should be a special time set aside within
the devotional meeting for an Act of Consecration at which Christians who have taken
the Active Member's Covenant are given the opportunity to re-dedicate themselves to
the service of Christ and His Church. They may respond to the roll call by quoting a
verse of a hymn or of Scripture which they have found helpful in the past month.
Others who have taken the Member's Covenant are also given the opportunity to
renew their promise. This is a very important meeting which should not be omitted
from the society's programme as it should always be remembered that the Covenant
is the foundation upon which everything else is built. On Consecration Evening the
topic is usually taken by the minister, leader, visiting speaker or by an older member
of the society.

Outworking

There is no merit in having well prepared plans on paper if they are not translated into
action through the lives of the members of the society. The success of the programme
will rest on securing the interest and support of each individual member. Try to put
across the message that it is the members' programme and, as such, they should all
be taking part in it. Do, however, ensure that the duties allocated are within each
individual's capabilities. Set high standards and expect high standards. Make it so



exciting and challenging to take part that every member will want to participate and
feel left out if they have not been assigned a role.

How do we put the programme into operation?

The Weekly Devotional Meeting

It is in the weekly devotional meeting that most of the activity takes place as has
already been seen from the content of the sample programme. It is in this meeting
that members are given the opportunity for worship, fellowship and training and that
many of the objectives of the society can be met.

Additional Activities

CE should not, however, be confined solely to the weekly devotional meeting. The
effectiveness and fellowship of a society can be greatly enhanced if it shares in
activities outside the weekly devotional meeting. There should be opportunities for
recreational / social activities during winter and summer e.g. Christmas Party, Ten Pin
Bowling, Barbecue, Summer Outing etc.

There are endless possibilities for members to put what they have learned in the
weekly meeting into action in "real life" situations. What follows is an outline of just a
few such activities, with sample programmes, to illustrate that they bring together the
various groups in the planning stages and require the participation of the society as a
whole in meeting certain objectives. It is good to stress that CE is a family which is
made up of different age groups and to provide opportunities for joint Junior/ YP
activities. The YPs can help and encourage the Juniors in their roles and thus pave the
way for their future graduation into the YP grade.

Programmes such as those listed below (see Appendices) provide an opportunity for
the society to prove that it is a vital part of the local church.

CE Sunday Service Programme A

At this service Juniors and YPs join to take the whole service, with the exception of the
address, which may be taken by the Local or National CE President. In order to involve
all Juniors, even very young ones, a theme may be presented by means of verses of
Scripture spoken by each member. Parents who seldom attend church are encouraged
to come along to such a Service.

YPCE Easter Service Programme B
This allows the YPs to take all the important roles and to invite other CEs who remain
for fellowship and supper after the service.

Parents' and Friends' Evening Programme C

Parents and friends may be invited to drop in to see what really goes on in a CE
meeting. Those who seldom come to church are encouraged to attend and hear the
simple gospel message. This evening also provides an opportunity for newcomers to
the church to come along and see CE in action.



Congregational AGM Programme D

Instead of bringing in artists from outside to contribute to your congregational
programme, why not encourage your minister to allow the Juniors and YPs to plan and
present a programme in conjunction with other youth organisations e.g. Sunday
School and Bible Class. Make sure that a CE report is included. Again, a theme allows
the Bible Readings, recitations and sacred pieces to be integrated.

Bridging the Generation Gap ProgrammesE - G

It is also important to see CE as an organisation which can bridge the generation gap
and allow all age groups to study and worship together.

Combined YPCE / Bible Study Programme E

The YPCE can be responsible for the Bible Study / Prayer Meeting in the church. This
can introduce a fresh approach into it and encourage the YPs to start attending.
Seniors’ / Personal Members’ Rally Programme F

Juniors can present a programme at a Seniors’ / Personal Members' Rally and put
across a simple message in word and song - the older people love it.

Carol Singing in Local Old People's Homes Programme G

This provides opportunities for outreach into one section of the community at a
special time of year and allows distribution of a small gift with gospel tract to each
resident. It also involves the minister and some members of the congregation.

Conclusion

There should be ongoing evaluation of the programme so that certain aspects of it can
be improved upon for the future - you learn from successes and failures. If your
programme seeks to reach boys and girls and young people for Jesus Christ and to
train them to serve Him, and is working so that this is being achieved, then your
programming is a Shot at the Mark.

CHRISTIAN +
ENDEAYOS

For further information, please contact your National CE Union or
The Christian Endeavour Union of Great Britain and Ireland,

167a Pinhoe Road,

Exeter,

Devon, EX4 7HZ.

Tel: 01392 221728

Email: admin@ce-gbi.org Website: www.ce-online.org
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CE Sunday Service
Leader

Prayer

Praise:

Bible Reading
President’s Theme
Duet:

Bible Reading

Choir

Chain Prayer
Choruses
Missionary Memo
Announcements:
Offering:

Prayer and Greetings
Praise:

Address

Praise:

Prayer and Benediction

Appendices

Programme A

Richard

Shauna

“Praise Him, Praise Him”
Matthew 16:13 -18
Juniors

“My Hope is Built”
Matthew 7:24 - 29

“The Wise Man”

Allison

Anne and Elizabeth
Sonia

Juniors

Dean, Mark, Kenneth and Gary

Rosemary and Agnes
Sonia

Minister

Agnes, Rosemary, Grace, Dean and Gary

President

“The Church’s One Foundation”

President
“Rock of Ages”

Minister
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Programme B

YPCE Easter Service
Leader Jayne
Introit: “Jesus name above all names”

Welcome and Prayer Hazel
Praise “Praise Him, Praise Him”

The Easter Story Anne, Heather and Sylvia

Duet: “God forgave my sins in Jesus Name" Sylvia and Hazel
Praise: “The Old Rugged Cross"
Witness Box Shauna and Sylvia

Choir “Because He Lives” YPs
Prayer Andrew

Praise: “To God be the Glory”

Choir “He is Lord" YPs
Announcements Minister

Offering Andrew and David

Greetings Local Union CE President
Presentation of Certificates President

Prayer and Talk President

Praise “And can it be”
Benediction Minister
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Programme C

Parents' and Friends' Evening

The evening started with a walk, followed by a barbecue.

Leader Rachel

Prayer Sara-Jayne

Theme “Jesus our ShepheRayd”

Praise “MeKing of Love my SYPepherd
Bible Reading John 10:14-18 Kathy

Bible verses S-H-E-P-H-E-R-D (see list below) Juniors

Poem “The | i Elizdoeth | a mb”

Quartet “The Lord’s my Sh¥wpherd”
Prayer Minister

Talk Minister

Presentation of prizes Mary

Benediction Minister

S-H-E-P-H-E-R-D

How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?

Pray without ceasing.

Hear instruction, and be wise and refuse it not.

m I U m T WU

destruction.

A

D  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

12

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.

i s

Enter through the narrow gate for wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to

ed

by



Programme D

Congregational AGM
Opening Hymn “What a Friend we have in Jesus”
Prayer Minister

Junior CE Bible Reading Psalm1 Rosemary and Hilary

Church Reports John, Frank and Elizabeth

Sunday School “Mr Noah built an ark”

YPCE Sketch “The wise man”

Junior CE Choir “The wise man built his house”

YPCE Duet “My Hope is Built” Elizabeth and Ann

Junior High CE Boys Poem “Remember Now Thy Creator”

Junior CE Duet “O Happy Day” Elizabeth and Lorraine
Christian Endeavour Report CE Leader - Mary
Sunday School and Bible Class Report Leaders - John and Mary
Junior CE Poem “How big is God?” Elizabeth

Junior High CE Girls “From Heaven You Came”

Sunday School “Jesus Bids us Shine”

Junior CE Poem “God's Warning Voice”

Distribution of Sunday School Prizes Minister and Sunday School teacher

Epilogue Minister

Supper Ladies of the congregation

Hymn “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
Benediction Minister
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Bridging the Generation Gap

Programme E

Combined YPCE / Mid-Week

The Young People held their own CE meeting first and then joined in the Mid-Week Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting. The aim of this evening was to introduce the YPs to the idea of attending
the Mid- Week in the church, to help them to get to know the adults attending it, and to
introduce a different dimension into the meeting. They also wanted to enlist support for their
Missionary Project. Throughout the year, the members had cut out some little luxury item e.g.
cream bun, bar of chocolate, hair band etc in order to donate the money saved towards the

Missionary Project At this Mid-Week Meeting £150.80 was taken up as an offering for the

Missionary Project

Programme
Chair

Prayer

Choruses

Chain Prayer
Bible Reading
Missionary Memo

Offering for Missionary Project

Prayer and Topic
Closing Prayer

Comrades' Rally

Sonia

Richard

Allison

Open — Allison Close - Mary
Richard

Sonia

Richard

John

Mary

Programme F

The Juniors were invited by the Comrades' Convener to provide the programme at the Local
Comrades' Rally and their leader, who was Irish President, gave the address.

Chair:
Introduction
Opening Hymn
Prayer

Bible Reading
Choruses

Poems
Missionary Memo
Chain Prayer
Poems

Choir

President's Theme in verse
Address

Closing Hymn
Prayer
Refreshments

Sonia

Sonia

“What a Friend we have in Jesus”
Richard

Psalm 145:1-10 and 14 -21 Rosemary
Agnes

Leslie, Elizabeth, Lindsay and Richard
Richard

Open - Leon Close - Dean

Agnes, Rosemary and Dean

“Do no sinful actions”

Juniors

President

“O Lord Thou art my God and King"
Comrades' Convener
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Programme G

Carol Service in Old People's Home

Joint Junior / YP Outreach Meeting supported by minister and members of the congregation.

Theme God's Gift and Our Response
Chair Person Shauna

Introduction and Greetings Sonia

Opening Prayer Richard

Carol “Love came down at Christmas”

Bible Reading Mark 1:18 -24 - Birth of Jesus Allison
Carol “Child in a Manger”

Juniors “Away in a Manger:

YPs “Meekness and Majesty”

Bible Reading Luke 2:8 -14 - The Shepherds hear the good news Agnes
Carols “While humble shepherds watched their flocks”

“Hark the herald angels sing”
Bible Reading Matthew 2:1-11 - The wise men present their gifts Rosemary
Carol: “As with gladness men of old”
Carols chosen by the residents
Short Address  Minister
Closing Hymn  “Thou didst leave Thy Throne”

Presentation of small gift and gospel tract to each resident, followed by an informal get-
together.
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